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Programme Operator Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications (EE)
Host Programme Area PAO1 Business Development, Innovation and SMEs
Financial Mechanisms Norway Grants
Programme grant in EUR € 19,360,660.00
Programme co-financing in EUR € 3,416,587.06
Final incurred amount in EUR € 21,596,000.81
Final incurred rate % 94.81 %

PROGRAMME RESULTS

Programme Objective: Increased value creation and sustainable growth

Eligible expenditure: € 22,777,247.06 Amount incurred: € 21,596,000.81
Issues the programme aimed to address

Green ICT is a business development programme with the objective of increased value creation and
sustainable growth in Estonia’s private sector. The programme aimed to stimulate and develop
innovation-led long-term business cooperation between Estonia and Norway. The programme was
operated by the Estonian Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications and implemented by the
Estonian Business and Innovation Agency with Innovation Norway as donor programme partner. The
programme had three focus areas: Green Industry Innovation, ICT, and Welfare Technologies with ICT
as a horizontal cross-cutting component.

The programme mainly targeted small and medium sized enterprises and was implemented through five
public calls and two pre-defined projects. The grant aimed to increase annual turnover and operating
profit of Estonian companies and to create new jobs, thereby contributing to the achievement of the
socio-economic results set within the framework of the programme. Projects in the Green industry
Innovation focus area also contributed to reducing carbon dioxide emissions and energy consumption.

The programme aligned with national priorities - sustainable economic growth, social cohesion, and
technological advancement. The programme contributed to the general objective of the Estonian
Research and Development, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Strategy 2021-2035: Estonian research,
development, innovation, and entrepreneurship work together to increase the well-being of society and
the productivity of the Estonian economy. A specific focus on business environment that encourages
entrepreneurship and the growth of knowledge-intensive enterprises was addressed. Priority was given
to the creation and export of higher value-added sustainable, and innovative products and services.

Estonia, as a small and open economy, has long sought to balance economic growth with sustainable
practices, making programme selected focus areas critically important. These challenges were
particularly pertinent given Estonia’s reliance on energy-intensive industries, the pressing need to
diversify its economy, and the demand for digital transformation. By addressing these challenges, the
Green ICT programme played a pivotal role in fostering innovation and sustainability in Estonia.

Programme contribution to overall objectives

Reducing Social and Economic Disparities

The programme has increased the growth of innovation capacity and productivity, also contributed to
the promotion of research and development as well as resource efficiency in Estonia. According to
Statistics Estonia, the share of private sector research and development expenditure in GDP has
increased from 0.64% in 2014 to 1.01% by 2022, mainly in the manufacturing and information and
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communication sectors. Although this shows a positive trend, Estonia still lags behind the EU average
in terms of the volume of private sector expenditure (Estonia 1.01% in 2022, EU average 1.48%,
Eurostat). Nevertheless, these figures reflect the trend of increase in investments in innovation in 2020—
2023. Also, based on European Innovation Scoreboard, Estonia has moved from a moderate innovator
to a strong innovator. Estonia's innovation performance increased from 98.6% in 2023 to 104.8% of the
EU average in 2024, making Estonia an innovation leader, especially in promoting cooperation between
SMEs. Thus, Estonia has managed to strengthen its innovation system and improve cooperation
between businesses and the public sector and the role of the Green ICT programme in this cannot be
underestimated.

The programme outputs not only contributed to the achievement of the programme objectives, but also
supported the wider goals of Estonia’s long-term strategy "Estonia 2035", aiming for a strong, innovative
and responsible economy. Programme outputs are wider than the individual results of the supported
projects, having a positive impact on Estonia's social, economic and sustainable development. The
strategic impact of the programme included the integration of innovative solutions across sectors,
strengthening the competitiveness of Estonian companies in all focus areas. In addition, the programme
has raised awareness of the use of climate neutral technologies and promoted cooperation between
partner organizations. Support under the Green ICT programme has enabled Estonian companies to
apply and develop new products, services and processes, and to strengthen the companies’ market
position and therefore create prerequisites for sustainable business models and long-term strategic
developments.

Strengthening Bilateral Cooperation

The bilateral dimension of the programme was definitely one of its key strengths. Collaboration between
Estonian and Norwegian partners was instrumental in fostering knowledge transfer and building
enduring relationships. With 19 donor partnership projects, the programme contributed to strengthening
of bilateral cooperation through new and continuous partnerships. Collaboration projects created new
knowledge and the conditions for ongoing cooperations through knowledge sharing, which is expected
to form into strong long-term business partnerships and open new opportunities in the future. Projects
that included Estonian and Norwegian research institutions and universities set a solid foundation for a
scientific base development, which includes high-level publications and data validation activities,
especially in the Welfare Technology focus area. Norwegian partners provided critical insights, enriching
Estonian capabilities, fostering an exchange of best practices, and building long-term cooperation.

The bilateral cooperation had a broader social and cultural impact between Estonia and Norway. This
aspect of the programme laid a foundation for continued collaboration, underscoring the long-term value
of such international partnerships.

Sustainability

The sustainability of the “Green ICT" programme’s outcomes is a critical consideration. Supported
projects demonstrated strong potential for enduring impact, particularly in areas such as resource
efficiency, energy savings, and the adoption of innovative technologies. For instance, reductions in CO2
emissions and the implementation of resource-efficient processes created resource-saving
opportunities for enterprises while aligning with broader market trends. The awareness of such new
solutions has increased, as shown by the growing interest towards new developments, such as
consumption and CO2 footprint monitoring functions.

However, ensuring long-term sustainability requires addressing challenges such as the financial
capacity of SMEs to scale their projects and external disruptions, including supply chain issues
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. A continued focus on strategic support, capacity-building, and
fostering market readiness will be essential to maintaining the programme’s positive impacts. One of its
key factors is continuation of established partnerships and joint developments, that has had a good
impact on overall results as well as potential for the future. Many cooperations initiated within the
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framework of the Green ICT programme will continue, and the next steps are planned for further
developments.

Given the global trends, development of green technologies is inevitable in future economic
environment. In Estonia, it is important to continue with greening the industry by developing new, less
environmentally burdensome sectors, while maintaining the focus on sustainable development and
resource-efficient innovation in conjunction with the digitalization of the private sector. Positive impact
can be further fostered with support for innovation and green solutions, involving more regions and
developing innovative procurement and local cooperation processes.

Outcome 1: Increased competitiveness of Estonian companies within focus
areas Green Industry Innovation, ICT and Welfare Technology

Amount incurred: € 20,261,466.14
Results

The grant support was targeted to Estonian SMEs through five public calls for proposals. The
programme achieved significant results, contributing to sustainable growth in Estonia’s private sector. A
total of 56 new products, services or processes were developed, exceeding the target (25) by more than
twice. Projects under the Green Industry Innovation focus area distinguished in achieving this goal,
contributing with 24 new solutions. These developments included solutions to improve the efficiency of
the industrial production software (EE-INNOVATION-0053), but also smart transportation or logistics
optimization solutions (EE-INNOVATION-0056, EE-INNOVATION-0057, EE-INNOVATION-0058), and
platforms enabling energy efficiency (EE-INNOVATION-0082, EE-INNOVATION-0084, EE-
INNOVATION-0085).

The best examples arise from projects where the grant has fostered modernization of companies’
internal processes that further enabled the production of new, innovative products. For example, Roofit
Solar Energy OU (projects EE-INNOVATION-0058, EE-INNOVATION-0062, EE-INNOVATION-0096),
which has developed a unique integrated metal roofing material with monocrystalline silicon elements.
The innovative solar roof looks like a traditional steel roof and is as electrically powerful as conventional
solar panels. The company implemented two parallel main call projects, followed by an additional activity
with the development of software for planning electricity-generating roofs, fully automating the
production line and the Roofit.App developments. New products allowed the company to offer both a
modular steel roof that generates electricity, as well as click-fastened roof panels that would fit perfectly
with the so-called Classic profiles. In addition to increased turnover and reduced CO2 emissions, these
projects contributed to the modern architecture in cities and villages with modern, but also sustainable
roofing materials.

Eight out of 56 new products were developed in welfare technology projects. Good examples include
the implementation of polygenic risk score guided breast cancer precision prevention developed by
Antegenes OU in consortium with Estonian and donor partners (EE-INNOVATION-0074). The company
has launched the AnteBC test for assessing the genetic risk of breast cancer, which is based on
polygenic risk score technology. AnteBC allows women to distinguish their genetic predisposition to
breast cancer and, based on this, provide more precise recommendations for breast cancer prevention
and early detection. The project comprised of various activities from analyzing the performance of the
AnteBC test on genetic data in Norwegian population to a successfully completed clinical trial in
Norwegian healthcare institutions and the preparation of scientific and regulatory documentation for the
implementation of precision breast cancer prevention.

Among the product developments, the programme also enabled Estonian companies to undertake
investments that facilitated the adoption of new sustainable technologies. Altogether, eleven new green

technologies were applied in Estonian companies. For instance, the wood industry sector companies
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Thermory (EE-INNOVATION-0051) and Standwood (EE-INNOVATION-0083) applied thermo-treatment
technologies to create solutions that allow the companies to offer their customers more durable products
with a longer life cycle, such as finger-jointed sauna materials, thermally modified facade cladding and
terrace flooring made of coniferous wood. These technologies allow the production of thermo-treated
wood, which is processed durable and weatherproof with a special technology using only heat and
water. In terms of properties, thermo-wood is sustainable and chemical-free and therefore a good
alternative to, for example, tropical wood, the use of which creates a significant negative footprint on
rainforests, as well as to cheap wood material impregnated with chemicals or composite materials made
of plastic and wood fibers.

New green technologies were also applied to fully automate production processes, for example by
Chemi-Pharm AS (EE-INNOVATION-0063), Estover Dairy Products OU (EE-INNOVATION-0052),
Exmet Services OU (EE-INNOVATION-0079), and Estiko Packaging Solutions (EE-INNOVATION-
0077). The latter project had an important environmental impact. It modernized the company's
production process so that it could offer sustainable vacuum bag products. The investments ensured a
lower ecological footprint and higher resource savings across the entire production activities and
automated several manual activities in the production planning software, thereby ensuring both better
digitalization of the company. Also, Project Promoter Estiko was awarded the Sustainability Promoter of
the Year award in the national entrepreneurship competition in 2024 for its outstanding sustainability
efforts.

All these examples present excellent migration of business and innovation that laid the foundations for
more sustainable business operations and solutions, and also long-term partnerships.

The Green ICT programme also proved significant social and environmental impact. During the
implementation of the funded projects 470 new jobs were created, exceeding the set target (100). On
the environmental scale, the aim was to reduce CO2 emissions by 25,000 tons. As a result, CO2
emissions were reduced by an estimated 140,981 tons (564% of the target). The reduction was achieved
using a variety of methods and accounting approaches, including reducing energy consumption in
production processes, implementing innovative solutions in the transport and logistics sector, and using
renewable energy. Although several projects are still in the development stage and some objectives
have not been fully achieved, the results achieved in reducing the climate impact can be considered
significant. However, energy consumption reductions varied across projects, but an overall reduction of
8% was achieved, exceeding the set target (5%).

Challenges and Lessons Learned

Although most of the projects were implemented as planned, there were still difficulties arising from
external factors. The disruption of supply chains due to COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine, as well as
the sharp increase in raw material prices, caused problems and created the need for bigger flexibility
during project implementation. The situation was worsened by the gradual economic recession, which
can be considered one of the biggest factors inhibiting business activity and scaling project results. The
combined effect of these factors resulted in lower use of funds with allocations to other programmes in
Estonia. Aiming for lower risks generated financial barriers in some projects, because companies were
more focused on survival rather than investing in high-risk innovation or did it in a smaller scale than
initially planned. Therefore, in conjunction with the above, not all projects were successful although the
overall target was achieved across the programme,

Also, despite the positive impact of the grants on employment, it did not yet reflect a direct impact on
companies’ productivity. Since too little time has passed since the completion of projects, it can be stated
that higher productivity is likely to reveal over a longer period in upcoming years.

In some projects, irregularities emerged as the Audit Authority identified inconsistencies in procurement

practices of the Project Promoters necessitating better oversight when purchasing goods and services.
The Audit Authority identified problems, where Project Promoters failed to specify evaluation criteria or
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deadlines for submission of tenders, and different deadlines were applied to tenderers, which resulted
in ineligible costs. This led to non-compliance with the requirements of the “Regulation on the
implementation of the Norway Grants 2014-2021", as the rules set out in the regulation were not fully
applied to ensure the full and fair competition and price comparison in non-public procurement. In
addition, there were no clear and unambiguous grounds for making financial corrections as the control
practices became stricter during the implementation of the programme. For example, while at the
beginning of the project implementation, the procurement procedure rules for non-procurement parties
were based on more lenient rules, the practice had become stricter by the time of the audit.

As a lesson, it is important to improve existing guidelines and measures to improve the prevention of
procurement problems and ensure smoother project implementation. The task includes training, but also
communication to help project parties better understand the requirements of procurement procedures
and avoid common errors, In addition to the above, equally important is that control mechanisms remain
clear and stable during the implementation.

Timing of calls for proposals was of crucial importance in terms of successful implementation and
achieving results. An independent evaluator has suggested in the evaluation report that rolling calls for
proposals without certain application deadline might be more convenient for the applicants.

Calls for proposals to initiate additional activities worked well and was highlighted by applicants as a
good practice to be used also in the future.

Bilateral Outcome: Enhanced collaboration between beneficiary and donor
state entities involved in the programme

Resuits

Bilateral partnerships were a cornerstone of the Green ICT programme, yielding with joint innovations,
knowledge transfer that improved Estonian enterprises’ competitiveness and strengthened networks
fostering long-term cooperation and market integration.

Altogether, 19 projects involved a Norwegian partner, which constituted 42% of the program's goal
(target level 45). Aithough the number of partnership projects was lower than initially expected, the
overall result can be considered good as the established partnerships represent the best practices in
this period. This is reflected in the overall satisfaction with partnerships in Estonia, that was rated for
5.22 on a seven-point scale, which exceeded the target value of 4.5 set by the program by 0.72 points.

All partners in the Green ICT program contributed with not only to the implementation of specific
activities, but also by sharing costs, having their own budget and clear areas of responsibility. Thus, all
parties played an important role and responsibility in achieving and sharing the project results.

it is noteworthy that some partnerships date back to the previous programming period and were
continued in Green ICT program. For instance, in project EE-INNOVATION-0049 Estonian company
Skeleton AS cooperated with Norwegian company NXTech AS. The companies started their cooperation
with the development of ultracapacitors during the Norway Grants period 2009-2014 and formed into
further developments of marine-certified ultracapacitor modules in the current period. Such long-term
partnerships were highly encouraged in the program, as it opens new business opportunities for both
companies in the field of onboard energy storage systems for ship builders and integrators to achieve
significant emission reductions.

Donor partnership projects also included high-level scientific capacity, for example, the Estonian
company Antegenes OU (EE-INNOVATION-0074) collaborated with Oslo Cancer Cluster SA, Oslo
University Hospital, Cancer Registry of Norway, University of Oslo and Vestre Viken HF. Such a high-
level research consortium ensured the inclusion of the best scientific expertise in Norway to assess the
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performance and utility of Antegenes tests. This means that one of the largest hospitals applied tests in
a clinical practice and a well-connected cancer knowledge cluster communicated the project outputs to
drive further engagement in the local stakeholder community. Abovementioned collaboration has a
transnational impact in fostering innovation, enhancing various market access, and establishing a robust
network for ongoing cooperation. Several partnership-based cooperations are planned to be continued
in future projects, including the abovementioned examples.

Partners search and bilateral activities were actively fostered by the donor programme partner, who
organized various umbrella events for all beneficiary countries. These activities included B2B Match and
networking, that proved to be a success in introducing both business opportunities as well as promoting
international partnerships. During the implementation period, more than ten events aimed at developing
bilateral relations were organized, which were attended by about a hundred representatives from the
Estonian companies and public institutions. This indicates to the continuous interest towards such
initiatives, but also the future potential for cooperation, which will lead to new projects and long-term
collaborations.

Challenges and Lessons Learned

The number of donor partnerships in the Green ICT programme remained somewhat modest than
initially expected and therefore the bilateral effect did not reach fully desired potential. Project Promoters
have cited difficulties in engaging partners, including lack of partner interest in some fields, but also
simultaneous start of programmes in several beneficiary countries and therefore increased competition
for attracting Norwegian partners. The collaboration was undoubtedly affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, which inevitably resulted in limited communication and travel. This in turn led to a smaller
number of bilateral partnerships without reaching its full potential and is therefore considered as the
main challenge in the programme.

A prerequisite for successful cooperation is also a common understanding of both the Estonian and
Norwegian business environment, regulations, local opportunities and challenges. The lack of
knowledge of such background sometimes caused misunderstandings or delays in project
implementation, as partners often needed time and resources to adapt to the specific conditions in some
areas. In some cases, the interest of Norwegian partners remained low or even disappeared during the
implementation of the project, which in some projects led to determination of projects in early stage.

However, one of the major concerns for Norwegian partners appeared to be a low grant rate and
regulatory requirements in the reporting and cost verification process. Although a simplified procedure
allowed submission of reports by an independent auditor or an internal public officer for public
organisations, the requirements were unclear and complicated. Also, involving an external auditor
required financial resources from the partners, as well as time and commitment, which might be one of
the reasons of the collaborations may not always go as smoothly as planned. The lesson for the new
programming period is that reporting requirements must be clear and understandable to all counterparts.
They should also be simple and flexible for instance, regarding state aid rules.

As also pointed out by the independent programme evaluator, for the successful implementation of such
complex and intricate projects, it is important to ensure a flexible framework in the rules and conditions,
which allows grant recipients to adjust project objectives and budgets according to the needs of partners
and changing conditions, while complying with the programme's funding conditions and other related
EU and national regulations. Reducing administrative burdens for partners by establishing clearer
frameworks for bilateral collaboration could enhance efficiency and outcomes, but also encourage more
Norwegian partners to be involved in the programme. One possibility to mitigate this risk occurring in
the upcoming period is strengthening collaboration between implementing agency and donor
programme partner by providing even more practical tools and platforms to facilitate partnerships and
better understanding the regulatory framework. Also, more attention should be paid to promoting
strategic and long-term cooperation with Norwegian companies and focus on areas where cooperation
allows for the highest innovation and market potential.
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ANNEXES

The Annexes are intended for internal use only and will not be published.
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Annex 1: Financial report for the last reporting period
Part A - Statement of actual expenditure incurred and interest earned
Incurred expenditure - summary
Start date of incurred expenditure period 01/07/2024
End date of incurred expenditure period 30/04/2025
Previously . .
vailable
incurred Incurrgd this Total to date Total Budget fvalia
. period balance
expenditure
Efigible € € € € €
expenditure 19,258,535.37 | 2,337,465.44 21,596,000.81 22,777,247.06 1,181,246.25
Norway € € € € €
Grants 16,369,755.06 1,086,845.63 18,356,600.69 19,360,660.00 1,004,059.31
Co-financing | € 2,888,780.31 €350,619.81 | €3,239,400.12 | €3,416,587.06 | € 177,186.94
Incurred expenditure - details
Title: Programme management
Previously . .
incurred Incurrgd this Total to date Budget Avallable
. period balance
expenditure
Eligible €1170189.27 | €164,345.40 | €1,334,534.67 | €1,446,628.24 | €112,093.57
expenditure
Brief description of actual expenditure incurred
Main cost categories:
- Salaries for a staff in the Implementing Agency.
- Cost of expertise for evaluation of environmental impact achieved by projects.
- Cost of participation in Oslo Innovation Week and Norway Grants' bilateral events.
- Cost of promotional video clips.
- Cost of the programme's impact evaluation.
- Cost of the cooperation committee meeting.
Eligible expenditures
Eligible expenditure - EUR
€ 145,226.19
Adjustments
VY'Y Eligible
MM. expenditure - Adjustment Type Description
adjusted
EUR
Previously non-reported Amount was not fully paid by the
06.2024 € 19,1122 eligible expenditure reporting deadline of previous IFR.
Total
[ € 164,345.40 |

Title: Outcome 1: Increased competitiveness of Estonian companies within focus areas Green
Industry Innovation, ICT and Welfare Technology (Norway Grants)

Previously . )
incurred Incurred this | 141 to date Budget Available
i period balance
expenditure
Eligible € € € < <
expenditure 18,088,346.10 2,173,120.04 20,261,466.14 21,330,618.82 1,069,152.68

Brief description of actual expenditure incurred for the outcome

projects.

Final payments to project promoters supported from open calls and also to project promoters of predefined

Eligible expenditures
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Eligible
Project expenditure -
EUR
EE-INNOVATION-0104 €63,720.30
EE-INNOVATION-0099 €02,384.25
EE-INNOVATION-0077 € 25,374.97
EE-INNOVATION-0095 €16,432.14
EE-INNOVATION-0079 € 462,500.00
EE-INNOVATION-0102 € 27,085.98
EE-INNOVATION-0087 € 109,008.46
EE-INNOVATION-0097 € 140,180.06
EE-INNOVATION-0001 € 652,961.52
EE-INNOVATION-0103 € 5,509.90
EE-INNOVATION-0074 € 170,469.19
EE-INNOVATION-0085 € 46,483.73
EE-INNOVATION-0089 € 15,983.06
EE-INNOVATION-0092 €79,071.23
EE-INNOVATION-0002 € 338,889.18
Adjustments
. MM/YYYY Eligible Adjustment
Project . expenditure - Description
adjusted Type
EUR
EE- . o .
INNOVATION- | 03.2025 €-414.35 Irregularity not | Recovery due to violation of public
0090 reported yet procurement rules.
Violations in salary payments, in the
calculation of vacation pay and
EE- Recovery due inelig'ible. voluntary .pens.ion. fund
INNOVATION- | 06.2025 €-3,086.76 | toimegularity | contributions. Deficiencies in the
0087 IR 528 prpcu:lrement procedures - mandatory
principles were not followed, the
general principles of equal treatment
and transparency were violated.
Audit Authority has come to
EE- Recovery due cgnclusion that project promoter has
INNOVATION- | 10.2026 €-18,748.80 | to ireguiarity | Vi°lated the public procurement rules
0001 IR 532 and suggested F.’rogra}mme Opgrator
to apply a 10% financial correction
rate to the procurement contract.
Audit Authority has come to
EE Recovery due | G e procurament rules
INNOVATION- 10.2026 € -50,664.00 | to irregularity
0001 IR 533 and suggested Pr-ograr'nme Oper.ator
to apply a 100% financial correction
rate to the procurement contract.
Total

€2,173,120.04 |

Interest Earned

interest generated on accounts established by the Programme Operator for funds intended for

regranting for 2024

Norway Grants

Total

€ 157,341.45

€ 157,341.45

Interest generated on accounts established by the Programme Operator for funds intended for
regranting for 2025 (from 1 January until the submission of the Final Programme Report or until
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an earlier date if reporting until the Final Programme Report date is not possible)?

The date until which the interest is reported for 2025: 09/10/2026
Norway Grants Total

€ 124,695.32 € 124,695.32
Cumulative Interest generated on accounts established by the Programme Operator for funds
intended for regranting

Norway Grants Total
€ 349,039.37 € 349,039.37

Comments
Interests earned is filled by CA

3 |n line with Article 9.4.5 of the Regulations, any interest earned on the bank account of the Programme Operator
between the date of the Final Programme Report and the reimbursement date (i.e. final balance payment either to the
Donors or to the Beneficiary State) will also be included in the reimbursement. The FMO will contact the Certifying
Authority before making the payment or issuing a debit note to request information on the remaining amount of the
accumulated interest.
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Programme Operator
Full legal name: Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications (EE)
Programme Operator signature

I certify that | am duly authorised to sign this financial report for the last reporting period and the final
balance of the programme. | have thoroughly reviewed the actual expenditure incurred declared in Part
A and the calculation of the final balance of the programme, and confirm that the information provided
is accurate. | confirm that this programme is carried out as described in the Programme Agreement and
that the incurred expenditure is correctly represented.

Overall implementation status (including milestones):

All the financed projects have finalised their activities and most of them achieved their goals. All the
project promoters have submitted a final report and requested a final payment, which have been

reimbursed.

Question Answer | Comment
Management and control systems of the Management and control systems of the
Programme Operator set up fuffilling the Programme Operator set up fulfilling the
general principles set out in the Regulation | Yes general principles set out in the Regulation
and approved by the National Focal Point have been approved by the National Focal
(Art 5.7) Point.
Sep.arate mterest-beanp gibank accounts Interest-bearing bank account for the
dedicated to the funds intended for !
) : ey Yes programme has been established by

regranting established and maintained (Art Certifving Authorit
5.6.1 (m)) ying y.

; - N , tablished
Information and pubilicity obligations fulfilled We fgllow all thg relevapt rules es a: lishe

Yes in article 3.3 during the implementation of
(Art 3.3)
the programme.

Monitoring apd verifications (?onducted to Monitoring and verification activities are
ensure quality and/or regularity of Yes essential part of everyday operations
implementation (Art 5.6.1 (g) and Art 5.6.2) P )
Annual monitoring of a sample of projects Yes Monitoring and evaluation is based on a
conducted (Art 5.6.1 (i)) risk assessment of projects.
Project-specific statistical data is entered
and up to date in the reporting database Yes PLl is updated regularly.
(Art 5.6.1 (s))
Special conditions and Programme-specific Special conditions and Programme-specific
rules set out in the programme agreement | Yes rules set out in the programme agreement
fulfilled (Art 5.6.1 (x)) are fulfilled.
All irregularities, their investigation and any Yes All irreguilarities, their investigation and any
remedies taken reported (Art 5.6.1 (v)) remedies taken are reported.

For the Programme Operator

17
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Signed iN e ieenicniineesenees ON Lccernrirainens
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Certification of actual expenditure incurred and co-financing

Start date of incurred expenditure period
End date of incurred expenditure period
Actual expenditure incurred this period
Co-financing committed to date
Co-financing for incurred expenditure paid
Interest earned 2024

Interest earned 2025

Norway
grants

01/07/2024
30/04/2025

€ 2,337,465.44
€ 3,239,400.12
€ 3,239,400.12
€ 157,341.45
€ 124,695.32

In relation to the Financial report for the last reporting period and the calculation of the final balance of

the programme, the Certifying Authority hereby certifies that:

(i) the summary of eligible expenditure submitted by the Programme Operator is in full conformity with

the supporting documents;

(i) the supporting documents have been examined and found to be authentic, correct and accurate;
(iii} the summary of eligible expenditure is based on verifiable accounting which complies with generally

accepted accounting principles and methods;

(iv) the summary of eligible expenditure falls within eligible expenditure under the Regulation for the

implementation of the EEA / Norwegian Financial Mechanisms 2014-2021;

(v) the summary of expenditure is incurred as part of the implementation of the Programme in

accordance with the Programme Agreement;

(vi) sufficient audit trail exists;

(vii) co-financing committed to date has been made available;

(viii) co-financing in relation to incurred expenditure has been paid;

(ix) when relevant, that the interest earned at Programme Operator account is correct.

For the Certifying Authority

Signed in TQS. ...... NO-........ on 115‘0,10 pRAS

P ——

Posik - o
Hood of tha Casthi bamgy Aothouty
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Annex 2: Communications

Best projects

. . . Confirm the PLIis
Project title Project code Project promoter updated in GrACE
. EE- )
Roofit.solar process innovation f?r de.velopmg IN—NOV ATION- Rq_oflt Solar Energy Yes
software and automated production line ——‘———_0059 QU (EE)
Development of autonomous power line inspection EE- Hepta Group
INNOVATION- . - Yes
technology uBird INNOVATIOR- Airborne OU (EE)
0068
Imp|ementaf|c_)n of polygf_nlc risk score guided breast INNOVATION- ?ELIJE;\ntegenes Yes
cancer precision prevention ———-———007 4
S(?Iifnegau;/e _c?ncrete as a sustainable and scalable INNOVATION- kJEI;)Cataiyst ou Yes
uilding materia _——_0086
Further development of CO2-negative concrete for INNOVATION- UP Catalyst OU Yes
market growth 0092 (EE)

Communication activities

To raise public awareness, several communication activities were carried out, including media articles,
press-releases, content marketing, and social media announcements. Video footage of the best
projects has also been produced and published in EEA media library, implementing agency and
Project Promoters’ media channels. Green ICT program's website ensured the accessibility of all
necessary information about the program and supported projects.

The public opinion survey conducted annually showed that in 2023, 15% of residents had heard of the
EEA and Norway Grants, but only 5% has had direct contact with the grants. In comparison, 96% of
the population is aware of grants provided by European Union. However, 46% of residents would like
to receive more information about the EEA and Norway Grants (48% in 2022; 40-57% in previous
surveys). The most preferred information channels about these grants are equally social media (40%)
and television (38%), followed by national newspapers (31%). An increase in the preference for social
media has raised.

Those aware of EEA and Norway Grants mentioned education and research (22%) and social
field/lemployment (17%) as the fields that receive funding from that source. The survey did not include
a separate question on the visibility of the Green ICT program, but the low visibility partly indicates to
the low impact of the implementing agency and Project Promoters’ communication activities on public
awareness. Thus, people cannot draw a direct connection with the new innovative solutions in the
market that were made available by the financial support of the Norway Grants.

At the same time, it must be acknowledged that comparing the visibility of smaller programs with larger
EU investments is difficult and even unrealistic. Smaller programs cannot be expected to achieve the
same visibility as larger funded support programs, which have much more visibility and communication
resources at their disposal. Nevertheless, the resuits of the public opinion survey indicate to the need
to further enhance communication activities and increase the visibility of EEA and Norway Grants
funded projects in the future.

Project stories
1

Media coverage
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Marius Dirdal: Estonia-Norway cooperation contributing to European security
https://news.err.ee/1609545889/marius-dirdai-estonia-norway-cooperation-contributing-to-european-
security

Eesti iduettevdte toob turule véimsa kiituseelemendi ja liitiumioonakude hiibriidlahenduse
https://rohe.geenius.ee/rubriik/rohetehnoloogia/eesti-iduettevote-toob-turule-voimsa-kutuseelemendi-

ja-litiumioonakude-hubriidlahenduse/

Eesti iduettevote muudab ehitussektorit jatkusuutlikumaks
https://www.ehitusuudised.ee/sisuturundus/2024/04/23/eesti-iduettevote-muudab-ehitussektorit-
jatkusuutlikumaks

Waybiller kohandus Norra turule toetuse abiga https://www.foundme.io/uudised/2024/02/01/waybiller-
kohandus-norra-turule-toetuse-abiga

Website and social media

Link to programme website Total number of page views in the reporting

year 2024

https://eis.ee/en/grants/norwaygrants/ 1

Platform Specific link or handle for the account Numbegel po.sts panlishedlinithe Pk

reporting year 2024 followers
Facebook | facebook.com/EnterpriseEstonia 1 7500
LinkedIn linkedin.com/company/enterprise-estonia/ 5 17000
Other https:/iwww.facebook.com/EEANorwayGrantsEstonia 80 773
Visuals

Hepta Group Airborne OU: EE-INNOVATION-0068
https://www.eealibrary.org/asset/53688/%22Green%201CT%22%20projects%20%22Preliminary%20S
tudies%20for%20Hepta%20Airborne%20Autonomous%20Power%20Grid%20Inspection%20System
%22%20and%20%22Development%200f%20Autonomous%20Power%20Line%20Inspection%20Tec
hnology%20uBird%22

Roofit Solar Energy OU: EE-INNOVATION-0096, EE-INNOVATION-0062, EE-INNOVATION-0059
https://www.eealibrary.org/asset/53537/%22Green%201CT%22%20projects %20%22Innovative%20Su
stainable%20Metal%20Solar%20Roofs %22, %20%22Roofit.solar%20Process%20Innovation %20for%
20Developing%20Software%20and%20Automated%20Production%20Line%22,%20%22Rocofit.solar
%20Product%20Development%22,%20%22Further%20Developments%200f%20Roofit.app %22

IPDx Diagnostics
hitps://www.eealibrary.org/asset/53536/%22Green%20ICT%22%20projects%20%22Preliminary%20S
tudies%20for%20ImmunoHealth%20Diagnostics %20Service %20Platform%22,%20%22AutoMVA %22

UP Catalyst OU: EE-INNOVATION-0086, EE-INNOVATION-0092
https://www.eealibrary.org/asset/53535/%22Green%20ICT %22%20projects%20%22C02-
negative%20Concrete%20as%20a%20Sustainable%20and%20Scalable%20Building%20Material %22
%20and%20%22F urther%20Development%200f%20C0O2-
negative%20Concrete%20for%20Market%20Growth%22

Antegenes OU: EE-INNOVATION-0074
https://www .eealibrary.org/asset/53141/%22Green%20ICT%22%20project%20%22AnteNOR %22
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Annex 3: Evaluation report

Title ?::::f Website link to the evaluation Upload a copy of the report

Norway Grants 2014-
2021 Innovation
programme impact
assessment

17/12/2024 http_s://gﬂv.r‘tk.ee/s/CBNgQBGQmZdXRtQ...

Green ICT onepager-EN.pdf,
Mé6juhindamise_l6pparuanne fin.pdf

22
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